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Reflection of UTOP: A Classroom Observational
Assessment Protocol in USA

CAO Hui & MAO Yaqing
(Faculty of Education, Beijing Normal University, Beijing, 100875, China)

Abstract: Effective classroom assessment standards will help teachers to find weaknesses of their
lessons, improve the curriculum structure and teaching style, and enhance the quality of education.
Here we introduced the classroom assessment system UTOP  (UTeach Observation Protocol) from
USA as an example to discuss the necessity of establishing classroom assessment tools. UTOP
system is an important segment and instrument in a series of steps to solve the problem of lacking
high —quality teachers in Mathematics and Sciences (STEM). We explicated UTOP’s basic
theories, assessment standards and rating process, and analyzed its practical effects. Meanwhile, we
discussed its advantages and disadvantages in teaching assessment and its meaning to classroom
assessment in China, hoping to provide a reference for theoretical and practical work in China.

Key words: quality of classroom education, teacher assessment, classroom observation
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The Development and Application of Value—added
Measure in Teacher’s Evaluation

ZHANG Yanan & DU Ping
(Faculty of Education, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China )

Abstract: The using of value—added method to evaluate the teacher effectiveness has drawn the
attention of lots of scholars, for its bias and instability. To solve it, the United States has turned to
the method of Multiple Measures, including multiple classroom observation. In this paper, firstly
there is a discussion about the advantages and disadvantages of value—added measure to evaluate
teachers” effectiveness, and then we show an improvement in American teachers” evaluation by
introducing the classroom observation evaluation method and give a brief introduction of CLASS
developed by the University of Virginia as an example. At last, we points out the enlightenment of
reforming for teachers” evaluation system in China.

Key words: Value —added measure;Multiple Measures;Classroom observation; Teachers
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